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12 June 1945

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commander in Chief, U.5. Fleet

Via: (1) Commander Task Unit 78.1.16 (ComLitFlot 24)
(2) Commander Amphiblous Group 8IX (GG 78.1)
(3) Comnander SEVENTH Amphiblous Force (CTF 78)
(4) Commander LEZVENTH Fleet

Subjeot: Action Report - LABUAW IGLAND, Brunei Bay, Borneo,
Netherlands Zast Indies Operation

Reference: (a) Art. 874(6), U.8., Navy Regs. 1920
{b) Com7thPhib conf. ltr, FE25/416-3(1) , Ser. 0563
dated 10 Maroh 1945.
{e) Copy of report of Lt.Col., Boyd RORMAN, 00 of
Assault Troops,

1. In oomplinnce with reference (a) snd (b) the following
is subnltted as report of action:

PART 1 This ship staged ut MOROTAI ISLAND, NBI and loaded the
following:
Elements of Royal Australien Army
Elements of U.,8, Navy Beaohmaster Group TEN
Elements of U.5., Aray (operating LVTs)
Elements of U.8, Navy CJombat Photographle Tean
Total vehiocles - 49
Total ocargo - G&k&k tons (ineluding vebhiocles)
Total Personnel- 488

One of the ship's LCVPe was left 4% the Boat Fool at
MOROTALI to make room for the Beadhmmster's boat., A beaching rehearsal
wié held at staging area. The purpose of this ship's perticipation
was the ocarrying of assualt troope and supporting elements and
equipment to tue¢ objective area and place them ashore at LABUAN
ISLAND to wrest its control from the Japanese foroes in that area,
One officer of this ship (Bneign A.M, SHUTTIE) was assigned as first
vave guide on Brown Beach One. The Beaohmaster's boat with Ensign
BAVAGE of Beaohmaster's Party was assigned s third wave guide on
Brown Beaoch One, Lt.(Jg) WATERMAN of the U,2, Navy Combat Fhoto
Team embarked in first wave guide bdoat.

Agssault wag oarried out acoording to plen, The ship
wa2 not under any direst fire during the entire operation. One
eneny plane (an IRWIN) flew over at approximately 0645, dropped one
bomb in the Transport Anchorege Area, and sucoeded in escaping. This
plane did not ocome within range of 0‘1)'. guns and no fire was ordered.
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CORFIDENTIAL

Subject: Aotion Report - LABUAN JELANT, Brunei Bay, Sorneo,
Hetherlands Cast Indlies Operation,

Tals ship beached at 2/3 speed on order from beaching
officer at 1630, the tide belag out &t that time., Vehicles were
unloaded in about fifteen minutes, and five truoks loads of bulk sargo
were taken off up to 2000, when unloadlong ceased beocause of shortage

of trucks and depth of water at suip'’s ranp, One load was teken off by

DUEW during the uight.

PART 11
The following 48 a euronologloal statesment of eveunte

in which this sulp pertielpated:

22 Nay
Arrived Blue EBemoh, JOROTAL, losded with troops and

vehickes returniung from TAWAN ISL.0D, Boraeo, NEI,
Completed unloading.

23 lay
ommenced loading of bulk eargo, and took on 180 tons
destined for subjeot operation. Hetrseted from beach

and anchored ia Worotei iarbor,
A% anohor. Heplaced broken ring in port engine.
23 kay
. ; anohor, HKeplaced broken ring in stbd. engine.

20 e
Underway to Fleet Anohorage prepering to go alongside
repalr ship., Orders were onanged - tied up alongside
Lo 942 at Army Can besk No, 2 for waver,
R7 lia
ompleted taxliag on water - cast off uud proceeded to
anohorage in Fleet Anchorsge Ares,

28 la
Noored alongside LT 466 (third ship tied up at Uss
CULEBRA 18LAKD) tor acld clesning of evaporators.

<7 Lia
vn orders rrom BDeschmaster, proceeded to Blue Beach,
beacled, completed lowding of bulk cargo, loaded
vehicles and LVIs, Retracted and proceeded to

anchorage in harovor,
30 May
‘roceeded o anchorage in Fleet Anchorage Aree,

sﬁinged anchorage to allow room for Green and White
Beacl rehearssl,

Hnsoruuy to anchor for rehearsel, Conduoted part of
rehearsal plen (Brown Beaoch)

erway for Blue beach to plok up LVISs « loaded LVTe
and returned to Fleet Anohorage Area 7 02211
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Subjeet:

Action Report - LABUAN ISLIND, BRUNEI BAY, BORNEO,
Netherlends Yast Indies Operstion.
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PART IX1

3 June

eachmaster Group No. 10 aboard,
& June

naervay to objective arem.

$ June to 9 June
naerway
10 J
- At General .uarters - Condltvion 1-M.
0630 ~ Anchored in assigned position te launsch LVTs.
0645 - Japanese plape siguteq over Trassport Area -
droppred one bomb and swerved off in a westerly
direction, Flane wop I'ired upon by DDe in the
vioigity. It wae not within renge of this
ship's LOMM guns.
lLeaunched LOVPs, Comuenced launching LVYs.
Completed launening LVIis.
Bemched in Slot 6 on Brown Beaeh ;2
Unloading party aboard. Continued unloading
until 2000, when unloading ceased because of
ghortegze of trucks and depth of water.
i1l June
3 Unable to bhold pesition on beach - retracted
and beached again in seme slot using 2/3 speed.
0730 - Comuwenced unleoading by LDUEWs, Continued
unloading until 1400.
1430 = Ou orders frou Comuander Lrown Beaoh Assault
Unit, retracted from beaci and anchored off
Pappan Light House 1/2 mile.
1515 Jontinued unleading of bulk eargo.,

12 June
OL00 - Completed all unlosding operations,
0930 - Changed anchorage to fNerth T-17 preparatory
to getting underway.

o ammunltion expended.

LOVE #1, previously damaged at TAHAKAN ISLAND, BORMAO
and then repalired atl Morotai Smuall doat ool was
danaged when bottom planking came loose from framne

enroute to objeetive., Temporary repairs were msade so
that boat could Ues used in operation. DHmall hole was
made in ship's Lhull by poatoon at Jlue Demch Morotal in
beaohlng to load vebioles, Temporary petoh was welded
on by ship's forse.

Wo speoianl ocomments, 7 02211
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Aetion Report « LABUAN ISBLARD, BRUNEI BAY, BORNRO,
Netherlands Tast Indles Operstlon.
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EART VI

00: ComInChn (di
ComL51¥lot
ComlL310r 65

Shipte perscasel perilormed in s satisfactory manner.
Huoh of the unloading was done by ship's company uuntil
it «as dlscovered tlat unloedling crews todoX the
appearanse of ship's company on the tank deck as & gignal
%o qult work., When the condition became suol that there
were thirtly one of ship's company personnel working
along with ofilp fourteen troop personmnel, while at the
same time twenty troops were sitting end iying around
ou the tank deck, aad eighteen more were topside lying
around, ship's oompany was ordered to knook off om the
unloading, =xa tie remaininz to be unloaded was done by
troops.

Thies command believes that much congestion aboard siip
sould be avolded by having asssult troops remaln ashore
until time for beaching rehesrsal. It 1s believed that
on 2 June, LVTs oculd have been taxen aboard wille snip
was at anchor about elght hundred yards off LVT beach
in the harbor area, rather than ssnd the ship sround to
Blue Beacii. HNone of the LVITs oarried by this ship was
used 83 & wenpons ocarrier,

It is belleved highly desireble thet loading offiloers
be informed that shlps need more thsn one ooal of the
nominal roll ol paesengers, !ever in the various times
buls ship has carried Australian troops heve any of the
units furnished more than sneecopy for ship's use,
Sufficient copies should be made to attach to salling

reports,
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